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ANNUNCIATION
HERBERT O'DRISCOLL

In desperation he tried to force
himself to think clearly. There wer
only two things of which he could b
certain. The woman to whom he w
publicly betrothed was by her own word pregnan
At the same time he was only too aware that he ™
himself was not the father of the unborn child

Certain courses of action were open to hinre @as
to divorce as quickly and as quietly as possibke hidd
absolutely no wish to bring shame on anyone, lebal
the girl for whom he had deep affection as welllasp
respect for her family. Again and again he seard¢bed
some other course of action that might help. Extealiand
miserable he decided to try to get a night’s sleep.

Whenever he thought about that night — ana/tnad
remember it for the rest of his life — particulawen he
would look at the growing boy who worked with hitn a
the bench — he could never be quite sure whetleer th
encounter had been dreamt or experienced in some
mysterious reality beyond normal experience. Thergé
that addressed him was majestic yet neither fearswmn
threatening. Somehow in this presence he felt clared
and valued. Even such words would always be insefit
to describe the encounter.

He knew immediately that the figure was anehngll
his life since childhood he had been told of such
visitations. What was disturbing and astounding thas
he — a village nobody — should be the recipierguzh an
encounter.

The voice was rich beyond description, yettigeand
reassuring. The very first words were his own name,
spoken in such a way that he felt utterly affirnaed
respected."Joseph, son of David, do not be afraiddnly
in that moment did he recall that Mary, speaking&f
own encounter, had likewise been assured that thase
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no need to fear.

The voice continuetDo not be afraid to take
Mary as your wife, for the child conceivadier is
from the Holy Spirit. She shall bear a son”.

He realized that he had no idea ointieaning of
what was being said to him but for some reatson
didn’t seem to matter. He felt himself toibe state
of utter trust. Things would be as this vasedd they
would be, no less, no more.
So securely was he held within the aura efviitor
that he took a moment to realize that the voicethken
on a commanding ton&You are to name him Jesusie
was told. The tone was quiet but brooked no questar
failure to respond.

Suddenly he knew why the messenger had come.
Suddenly he realized the one thing that in his éeat
confusion he had been withholding - his acceptaritiee
child that lay in Mary’s womb. That acceptancegfye
given, was the one thing needed to make this bopmly
Mary’s son but his too. Now he knew the reasorttier
immense gift of this visit. He had been given tjifs to
show him that there was a gift he had to give i® th
unborn child. His life was now for only one purpest®
bring up the boy, to form him, to treasure him &mtbve
him for whatever years lay ahead.

Tears welled up in Joseph as he felt acceptand
gratitude flood over him. The angelic aura begadino
until it was no longer present. As it faded, thetfrays of
the morning sun splashed across the walls of thplsi
workshop in which he slept.

From now on, he thought, there would haveetonore.
There would have to be a home, however simplenaeho
for his wife and for the boy. Who knows, he migbt y
make a good carpenter of him.

Tears welled again but this time they weresteé joy.

A reflection on the scripture
Matthew, Chapter 1, verses 18 to 25
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A Tribute to Bishop Gary Woolsey
by Esther Jackson
with excerpts from a tribute to his father by Tdddolsey

Todd Woolsey, Bishop Gary Woolsey’s

the funeral service, Tuesday, October 2
2013.

his father was a man who lived what he
taught:
- the value of hard work
- finishing athyou start
- the importarof using your gifts
to the bekyour ability
- using thagtts to help others
- the value of relatioipsh
- an appreciation of life
Gary lived and taught the above values as a witteess
God’s love in his own life.

Gary celebrated life to the full,
rising to the challenge of new
opportunities. Growing up in
Brantford, Ontario, and

priest pilot to native
communities in Keewatin
Diocese. Here the family lived
with a wood burning furnace,
and no indoor plumbing. Gary’s
ministry continued in various

“My favourite portrait of Dad
communities, including incumbencies in Big Troukka
Norway House, and Churchill. They eventually beeam
family of six: two sons, and two adopted daughters.

Gary was methodical and calculating in his life. He
planned everything out. And so it was that Gary soml
Drew were building a fence at their home in Calgary
Gary’s principle: measure ten times, cut once. Weé
front door bell rang, and with his sense of hodipjtaGary
dropped everything to visit with a friend who hadmgped
by. In the short time Gary visited with his frierigkew
completed the fence.

Gary was a born leader, able to take charge witheing
overbearing. He provided the same style of leadigifeh
his family, sharing in the culture, customs, fesitsy and
local sports of each community where they lived.

Archbishop Michael Peers gave the homily at theefah
and included the following story:

oldest son, gave a tribute to his father at
2

Todd shared the love and knowledge th /

In 1983 Gary was elected and consecrated bishop of
Athabasca Diocese in Alberta. Archbishop MichaeadrBe
presided at the service. Archbishop Peers andBish
Woolsey then flew to Calgary for the consecratibn o
Bishop Barry Curtis. At the airport in Edmontohet
Oilers were on the same plane to play the Calgkmyés.
Gary approached Wayne Gretzky, mentioned thatdw al
ew up in Brantford. Wayne asked if Gary had amyss
ell, yes.”
And “Do they like hockey?” Wayne pulled out some
business cards, signed them, added #99, and gawvetth
Gary.

Archbishop Peers nudged Gary and commented, “I
noticed that you didn’t introduce your Metropolitan
and | also have children.”

Following his retirement as bishop, and then from t
position of rector of St. Peter’s parish Calgargrfwas
appointed as the National Director of the Anglican
Fellowship of Prayer. Gary provided inspired leatigy
to the AFP Executive, and was the speaker at Cemders
across the country, offering leadership in prayef ia
teaching others to pray.

Todd shared that when Gary was diagnosed with the

following University study, Gary cancerous brain tumor, he said “I am not afraidieo’
moved to providing ministry as a

Back RovaKathIeen, Marie, and Drew,
Front Row Heather, Gary, Todd,
Missing: Tina, and Terri

Once he had made the decision not to have anyxfalf
treatment, he was moved to the Southwood Hospice,
where he really started to live again. With hiadP
propped on his lap, and a stylus in his good rngintd,
Gary completed his book On a Wing and a Prayer,
motorcycle meditationsThe book reflects his passion for
riding a motorcycle, and the spiritual insightsrggd from

- continued on page 3 -
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A Tribute to Bishop Gary Woolsey Implementation Prayer
. - Continued from page 2- for the Creation of A New Diocese
this hobby. Focused on end of life issues, Ganytwe (Quoting the Pastoral Message from
on to write_Meditations from a Hospice Bedong with The Archbishop of Keewatin)
reflections from his wife Marie. e ranons On July 6, 2013, the General Synod of the Anglican
Todd shared that Marie, daughter FROM A Church of Canada unanimously gave its concurramce t

Tina, Drew, his wife Heather, Todd, HOSPICE BED
as well as friends Helen and Doug
Webber were all present with Gary
for the last hours of his life. They
prayed the 28 psalm. With the

final words, "Surely goodness and
mercy shall follow me all the days GARY WOOLSEY
of my life, and | will dwell in the
house of the Lord forever,” Gary took his last felwort
breaths, and started his new life in the houseé®iord
forever.

Marie, their family, Todd, Drew, Tina, Kathleen, &tker Implementation Prayer

and Terri provided an inspiring dedicated routiheare,  Creator God, we give thanks for the witness and siop
and companionship for Gary in the ten months foiil@v  of the Diocese of Keewatin for over a century ar f
the diagnosis. With the loving presence of theteeded  your abiding presence on that journey. We are gtai
family, friends, the Gold Wing Motorcycle community  for the bishops, priests, deacons, catechists rgders
and the parish Gary continued to reach out to pacson, and other leaders you have raised up for us. Tieye

the request of the Province of Rupert’s Land tod#ivthe
Diocese of Keewatin to create a new diocese in wghat
now Northern Ontario Region. The new Diocese algb
include Northern Manitoba Region. Southern Regwih
become part of the Diocese of Rupert’'s Land.

This re-structuring, which will become effective on
before December 31, 2014, has received the unasimou
consent of diocesan, provincial, and national Sgrent
will open the door to new and exciting ways in whibe
Gospel is proclaimed, and ministry is offered.

family, friend or visitor. kept the flame burning bright as they steadfastiglt
As Todd wrote and sang in his song to his father, before us the vision of a future bright with pronas
“Every lesson my Dad taught will lead you straighthis: We pray now that your Spirit will continue to regpon
There’s nothing more important than relationships.”  Us as we enter this new adventure of building upef-

determining, self-supporting indigenous church with
the Anglican Church of Canada. As we have learned

Please Pray With Us sz:;('rfgit?hea& m:);ny: utrrWOIgjlrthtggeiggrggrfgie
inspire u Wi y truly
as we search for _ of your Son, our Saviour Jesus Christ.
New AFP-C Leaders: AMEN.

National Director & e —

National Chairperson

Lord God of Abraham, Isaac and Jacqb, to Book Orders
whom you revealed your power and might
and promised your presence and blessing,
be among us during this time in the life of
our church as we seek and pray for a new
National Director and Chairperson for our
Anglican Fellowship of Prayer. Reveal

your power and might to us in our ministry,
in our clergy, in our searching and in all

our deliberations. Bless and guide our
prayers and our labours that our mission
and witness be strong in you; through Jesus
Christ our Lord. Amen.

ON A WING Anyone wishing to purchase
either of Gary’s books
please contact
Marie Woolsey

mewoolsey42@ gmail.com

website www.silverfoxpublishing.ca
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Mission to Thailand our Lord’s ministry and he sustained us. It wag/\reimbling for
Cathy Reynolds me, a complete stranger from a different cultuwehe accepted into
this personal setting. Through the Holy Spirit,dsienabled to
This summer | had the opportunity to serve in Mae understand the prayer requests as described with destures and a
Salit, Thailand, in partnership with the Anglican few words of English.
Church of Thailand, providing emergency food relie
and medical aid to the Karen people. Our 22
member mission team, composed of doctors, nurskfagrpeople,
provided medical care and more than $8,500 in na¢idics to
approximately 800 patients at mobile clinics. Té&m also
distributed 15 kilo bags of rice, and cooking dilany of those who
visited the clinics were from Myanmar, where metiaae is often
unavailable and employment is seasonal. They gyath 4 hours on
foot, across the mountain, some carrying babies tlaen returned
home, with medication, two bags of rice and a baiflcooking oil.

Erayer support is a critical element in missiord daring the time in
Thailand, God would often bring to mind someonaéwk to be
upholding us in prayer. It was his reminder tingt tommunity that
had sent us out was spiritually present with us.

Cassie Williams

o ' Itis by God’s hand that the seeds of hope and Vexavished to
Cassie Williams and Jose Couto share were returned to us many times over by ttwsdom we
Our mission included a holistic component, andaswny privilege ~ Mministered.
and joy to serve on prayer ministry. A small pragieapel was
arranged at each site, and | was invited to praly thie local pastor
and catechist. All were welcome to come for praged the majority (.
of patients visited the chapel each day, afterivéag medical care. RECEIVE YOUR

Imagine praying for 145 persons in a four hour qairiBut this was NEWSLETTER

BY EMAIL
IN LIVING COLOUR

You will receive
the AFP-C newsletter
directly into your INBOX.

Be sure to send me your
email address!

winken@worldline.ca

Rose Bowen and David Freeman
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AN e Children’s Ministry
\ Elizabeth Short

Advent Prayers

focus with our children on prayer, and

e —

Advent provides us with an opportunity t

keeps alive their (and your) hope in our life inrGh

| send my sincere blessings to you and the children
your life.

Meditations from a Hospice Bed

through prayer, some basic aspects of our

Christian faith. There are many aids to be foundaoks
and online that can assist us in that.

Children know that Christmas is coming, as is encdel
by their great excitement. Now is a time to use seaise
of marvelous expectancy to talk about our hopehngt,
how Jesus is born for always and that one day we wi
meet face to face. That just as surely as Christsnas
coming, so as surely Christ is with us. If you dd n
already have any established patterns of prayehgoa
an obvious place to start during Advent and theshep
that throughout the four weeks of Advent you are
establishing a pattern that can continue.

Jack Miffleton has written a song entitled, “Make a
Manger in Your Hearts”. It is based on a a poerteddilt
Depends on You,” by the seventeenth century mystic,
Angelus Silesius, Published by OCP, it is availaiiéne.
In it he encourages us to make a manger in out hear
place for God on earth, light a candle in our teagta
sign of God on earth, and wrap a present in ourtfiea a
gift of peace on earth.

I would encourage you to teach your children tbisgsone
verse at a time and sing it each evening before bed
Perhaps you have an Advent calendar you open and
Advent candles you light. This could become pathat
ritual. By week three you will be singing all threerses
for the remainder of Advent and you could go orgsig it
throughout the twelve days of Christmas. As you are
learning and singing this song you will have oppoities
to talk about what each of the verses mean anddaoh
of your family (adults, too!) are trying to put tiserds
into action. Song is a wonderful form of prayer afign
one that stays in our heads.

Grandparents, this song is an easy one to teaehlyfibs
and melody are well written and yet simple and tiige.
You could have fun singing it with your grandkidsdd’m
pretty sure it could elicit great conversation and
storytelling. Perhaps if you do other things likeke
cookies with them, you could sing as you mix.

As the dark days of winter continue after Advent, |
encourage you to continue some form of prayer yaihr
children that encourages them (and you) to actiwh a

Meditation 12
By Bishop Gary Woolsey

Heaven and earth will pass away, but my word
will never pass awayLuke 21:33 NIV)

It is strange how you can read a passage
of Scripture and one word will send you
off in a different direction. | was very
involved in sports (baseball, football,
basketball, track & field). So the word
‘pass’ makes me think of someone

' throwing and someone receiving. Both
require special gifts. Jesus is passing His
words on to us. Now we must see them as a giftand
receive them, incorporate them into our lives, arake

the play count.

Then | thought of my years on the track team, mgni
relays. We had to practice passing the batort¢ara-
mate with precision. This was one of my favouewents.
We each had our part to do. Again it is like Jggssing
His words on to us and we have our role on His team
not only receive but to pass on His teaching teisth
This might be to our family members, friends and
colleagues.

Prayer: Thank You for reminding me of my
place on Your team and the responsibility that
| have in receiving Your eternal words and
passing them on.

Marie's Reflection

Gary was never one to quote scripture to his faatily
home! It just wasn’t part of our tradition. Bu hlways
preached ‘The Word’ in church and wherever he was
invited to speak — at conferences, retreats, seBlina
And | need to add a little to the scripture he gddrom
Luke — “Actions speak louder than words”. Garyfs |
was a sermon. The amazing number of friends wo ar
accompanying him on this journey is proof enoughisf
faithfulness. He lived that Gospel and continwedd so
in hospice. The fact that he is still writing tees
meditations is a testimony to a life well lived aand
ministry that will live on after he is gone.
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The Road to Canterbury: evangelism followed by the daring move of having
Archbishop Justin Welby parishes pay the diocese according to what theyhey
By Andrew Atherstone (Darton, Longman & Todd, 2013) could afford rather than an amount that was impasem

Book Review by The Rev. Carol Langley them by the dl.ocese. o o
| found this succinct but satisfying As short as this book is, it gives us a substaptatrait

biography of our new Archbishop of our new Archbishop of Canterbury. To me it vaas

of Canterbury to be surprisingly eXC(IthPg de encorl:ragrl]ng
inspiring. Although this book is Irgzdero\CVh?)ar\:\cl)?oCnlurC
written more like a report than an recoanized the neeyd for
engaging story, it nevertheless radic%l change but was
reveals a man who has been - L
profoundly touched by God and act(;xally yv!lllng to |r;]|t|ate
whom one comes to anticipate willarr: partlc:pate Itn that -
) make a difference not only to the ha(l)n%?/'ed JSS;IYJSOO aman
Angllcan Church in England but to the Church ursadr

passionately and is able to
This book reveals a man | share that love with all
whose childhood was

; manner of people both
anything but secure and locally and internationally.
happy. Born into a very

1P| Here is a man who has stepped quietly onto thedworl
privileged and star-studded stage, and who | am convinced will ruffle a fewtfeas!
family, Welby knew what it

/ ———————
was to experience the

trauma of his parents failed Diocese of Central Interior

marriage, living with an The Anglican Parishes of the Central Interior
alcoholic father and failed _ (APCI)

family finances. Although

he would admit that these experiences left thersde Ggrd and I\/!a.ry Dove

yet emerged into adulthood as a grounded and stable Last spring APCI joined the
Anglican Fellowship of Prayer and

young man.

Gord and | were appointed as
coordinators as part of our
responsibility of running a
Resource Centre for the diocese. APCI is a smadladie
in population (19 parishes) but our geographicahas
large and we are a diocese within the Council efNlorth
and so resources are limited. Gord and | expergnce
Anglican Fellowship of Prayer when we were in Bramd
Diocese several years back and were very impresged
its ministry.

By the time he left university, Welby was a new but
committed Christian who briefly considered ordioati
but, feeling himself to be ill-suited to parish nsiny,
accepted a financial position in the oil industiyare he
became amazingly successful. The call to ordinatio
however, continued to haunt him and some 19 yaées |
Welby was ordained. The book reveals Welby’'s ntéteo
rise through the ranks of the Church of Englandiso
recent enthronement as the Archbishop of Canterbury
Success, however, is tinged by tragedy and we find

ourselves sharing in Welby’s sorrow as he suffeest ~ Since last spring we have appreciated the suppdrt a
death of his daughter. encouragement of those at AFP as we learn mord abou

the organization and have begun to get materitdstive
hands of interested people in the parishes. We taken
these materials to several diocesan meetings @&nd th
pamphlets have been well received. We are presently
working toward finding parish reps.

Here we discover a man who is a risk taker; a miao i&
willing to think outside the box and try new wayfsdoing
church. As dean of Liverpool Cathedral, he created
environment that was a safe place to take riskeyavthe
Beatles’ Imagine was played boldly on the churdbsbe
where services were designed to attract all agestages We thank you for your help and generosity in thes/n
of faith. As bishop of Durham he began to chamge t ~ €ndeavour and feel uplifted by prayer in this neivistry
local Anglican culture beginning with episcopalé! in APCI.
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PRAYER OF PROTECTION

Editor's Note | received the following email from
Celinda Scott of the US AFP. | feel that it is wr
repeating here.

Dear Partners in Prayer,

| just sent this to a friend dealing with venygry words
from a member of her parish. It wasn't about arye
controversies affecting our churches--it was jlsid the
day to day running of the parish, and who shoulutrcb
the decision making.

Then another friend--from another state--tokel ah
hurtful words her neighbor had said to her that haithing
to do with religion or politics.

Perhaps the prayer would also be helpful aghwn
about the dangerous situations in the world now.

All of this made me think of the verse fromyJlo the
World" which goes: "no more let sin and sorrowmoa
nor thorns infest the ground; He comes to make his
blessings flow, far as the curse is found."

PRAYER OF PROTECTION

We praise You Father,

Lord of heaven and earth. Matt 11:25
We thank You that You raised us up

with Christ and seated us with Him in

the heavenly realms in Christ Jesus.  Eph 2:6

In the Name of Jesus, and in the

authority of God the Father Luke 9:1

and in the power of the Holy Spirit  Matt 28/A8ts 1:8
We tie up the strongman Mark 3:27

and all the spirits of the elements  Gal 4:3-9

the rulers, the authorities, the powers

of this dark world and the spiritual

forces of evil in the heavenly realms, Eph 6:12

on earth and under the earth. Phil :10b

We bless those who curse us Luke 6:28
and those who oppose us, and ask that
You will grant them repentance leading
them to a knowledge of the Trutl2 Tim 2:25
Thank You Holy Spirit that You

guide us into all Truth.  John 16:13

Holy Father, protect us (and those we love)

by the power of Your Name. John 17:11&15
In the Name of Jesus Christ. Amen.

Prayer by Rosemary Phillips

The Advent Calendar

Laura Marie Piotrowicz

DR for the Diocese of Brandon

I recall as a child the eagerness
felt each day in December, as | awaitet
that wonderful time when | could race
to the (cheap) cardboard box and pull
out the (terribly cheap) chocolate shape, thematfigure
out what it was before | gobbled it down. A treetisy
day in December? How fantastic.

At the time, | didn’t think about where the
chocolate came from (it certainly wasn't fairlydes!) or
about the environmental impact of the plastic molds
inside the garish box wrapped in more plastic (icsler
now!). | also didn’t think about what we were rgall
counting downT O (though the promise of those
Christmas presents did give my young self some
excitement!). Instead, | was just keen to focushantreat
for that day.

As | grew up, | came to have a different, more
spiritually mature understanding of Advent. The tvingj,
the eagerness, the now-and-not-yet for an entuelcal
season! It’s still my favourite liturgical seasovith its
richness in the lectionary, in the hymns, in theyprs.

And, of course, the countdown.

| still enjoy a type of Advent calendar to thisyda
It's sweet, but not from processed sugar. It'scpdited,
as | focus on it at the same time each night. It's
meaningful, as it keeps my focus where it should be

My grown-up Advent calendar is filled with
blessings and prayers.

| set up a chart with 24 boxes, one for each day.
And the real treat comes when, instead of emptyirighe
box, I fill it up. | consider a blessing of thatygdand write
it down — be it a phone call from a loved one or a
beautiful sunset, it's something I'm thankful fbfocus
on one particular prayer for that day, and writt thown
too — maybe thanksgiving for a meal or a requessdbe
travels. Sometimes | use words, sometimes doodles,
whatever happens to strike me at the time. Sorye al®
more colourful than others, some days have mote ful
boxes than others. But every day has a treat -y e\asr
IS a treat.

As the calendar fills up, | am reminded
that despite the busy-ness of the season | neadke
time to celebrate the blessings God is constanming
me. It brings me back into the right space fordbason:
putting my attention on God and helping me to rexog
Emmanuel — God With Us — is a living reality thrbogt
the season and beyond.
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Diocese of Huron
Invites you to the
Bishop of Huron's
2014 Prayer Conference
DEVELOPING AND SUSTAINING
PRAYING COMMUNITIES
With
The Rev’d Canon Dr. Todd Townshend
Saturday, May 3, 2014
St. Aidan’s Church
1246 Oxford St. W., LONDON, ON

$20.00
Lunch Included

Prayer is the way human beings
Tune-in to the most powerful force
In the universe.

Praying individuals
Enter into communion with God.

Praying communities change the world.

Christians are called to live their lives
So that they become prayer.

During our time together these statements will
begin our considerations and conversations about
prayer so that our practice of prayer can develop
in new, fresh, and sustainable ways.

Todd Townshend is the Dean of Theology at Hur
University College and Canon Theologian of tf
Diocese of Huron where he has served in seve
parishes over the past 21 years, and where he
learned the central importance of prayer for tfes dif
the Church. Stacey and Todd have three childr
Tyne, Seth and Samuel. They live in London.

e
ral
has

AFP-C Newsletter Editor
Winnifred (Win) Mizon

519-433-7485

winken@worldline.ca

Anglican Fellowship of Prayer

Diocese of
Eastern Newfoundland & Labrador

Rev. Gregory Mercer

The Most Rev. Claude Miller, Archbishop

of the Ecclesiastical Province of Canada is
pleased to announce the Ven. Dr. Geoff
Peddle as Bishop Elect on the second ballot
at the Electoral Synod of the Diocese of
Eastern Newfoundland and Labrador held ol

November 18 at St. Mary’s Church on Craigmillar Ave.
Please keep Geoff, Kathy, Adam and Ben in yourgray
(LLLVELTLETEETUTTE DR .

Most Rev. Claude Miller & Ven. Dr. Geoff Peddle m

(D PLEASE NOTE - IMPORTANT
Our AFP-C address has changed. Itis now

The Anglican Fellowship of
Prayer
P.O. Box 78084
Nepean, Ontario K2E 1B1

Please send all donations and
requests for resources to this new address).

Dancing with the Word

\_/
The Rev. Dr. Janet H. Hunt

Janet has served as a Lutheran pastor in Northiewid. She
learned the art of story-telling at the dinner ¢éafplowing up
and continues to take joy in discovering connestioetween
the Holy and the ordinary world.

| encourage you to check out her website:
www.dancingwiththeword.com

I quote Janet!If you are a preacher and teacher of the Word,
feel free to use what you find here in whatever yayfeel
called. While these words are my gift to you is ttance we
are called to together, | would appreciate your makledgment
of Dancing with The Word.com”
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